THE     BIOGRAPHY     OF    JACK    LONDON     189

She had a sexually rich and stimulating voice with a wide
tone range, laughed a great deal, even though the point of
humour might be obscure, and was an indefatigable talker,
being known to speak from four to seven hours without
interrupting herself. She could carry on an intelligent and
logical discussion, for she had a varied flow of words and
phrases. A woman of great physical courage, she was the
first to ride astride a horse into the hills when few women
were riding at all, and those who dared were riding English
side-saddle on the Golden Gate Park bridle patios. She had a
deep love of horses. Ambitious, both socially and in-
tellectually, she worked hard to advance herself, had saved
her money with which to take a trip through Europe, did a
little painting on China dishes, tried hard to make progress
each year over the last.

However, as reflected by her frothy language and frilly
lace caps, by her fluttering manner, in anything relating to
love and sex she was a perfect blooming of the nineteenth-
century woman, the exact opposite of Frona Welse. Many
facets of her complex nature are revealed in her diary: her
saccharine, sentimentalist approach to romance; every man
she meets, no matter how casually, instantly becomes in her
mind the source of a great romance. Every man looks at her
either admiringly or passionately, and cannot tear his eyes
from her. She has little use for her own sex; every woman
is jealous of her and she is jealous of every woman. When
there were men about she dramatised herself with verve,
with gusto, making a conscious bid for the focus of attention.
People who knew her disclose that she was no respecter of
private property as far as men were concerned. Because of
her preoccupation with the snaring of a husband, young
women who were keeping company or were married were
suspicious and afraid of her.

There is a continuous string of men who come into her
life and are soon gone. One is hard-pressed to understand
why so attractive a young woman was not able to achieve
marriage. Miss Kittredge, too, is stumped. Auntie, who
demands immediately if each new man's intention is